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you: The insTanT experT

TwiTTer Tip
Pros follow

@TheFlightDeal, which 
tweets fares that break down 
to less than $0.06 per mile. 

(That’s like a round-trip ticket
from NYC to San Francisco

for $266, or from 
Washington, D.C., to 

Puerto Rico for  
$253.)

 pConsider your travel habits. If 
you’re loyal to one airline or hotel 
chain, investigate a co-branded 
card (like Citi Hilton HHonors card 
or Chase Southwest Rapid Rewards 
card) to focus on snagging miles 
and benefits, including priority 
seating with those carriers. Playing 
the field? Just choose a card that 
lets you use points toward a host of 
carriers or hotels, as well as rental 
cars, cruise lines, parking garages, 
and so on.
 pHunt for sign-up bonuses. 
Look for 20,000 to 50,000 points 
that you can use as soon you meet 
the terms (typically, charging 
$1,000 to $4,000 within the first 
couple of months). With some 
cards, a 50,000-point bonus can 
equal $500 or more toward travel. 
But check the annual fee; some 
can be as much as $95. A good 
high-reward option? Capital One 
Venture card ($59 fee). You get 
40,000 points if you spend 
$3,000 in the first three months. 

 pEarn points on every trip. Sign 
up for as many airline and hotel 
rewards programs as you want, 
and whenever you travel, you’ll 
earn free miles and gain perks, 
such as upgrades and free 
baggage. Some hotels and airlines 
partner, so you can transfer points 
from one to the other, says Pavini.
 pScore while you shop online.  
“I earn tens of thousands of miles 
each year by shopping at stores 
like Gap and Pottery Barn,” says 
Summer Hull, the blogger behind 
Mommy Points, a travel blog. Buy 
on the store’s site via the airline’s 
portal, like United MileagePlus 
Shopping or American Airlines 
AAdvantage eShopping, to rack up 
as many as three miles per dollar 
(or more for high-priced items). 
 pEat to win. Join an airline’s 
dining program by entering  
a credit card and your loyalty 
account number. Pay with that card 
at partnering restaurants to earn up 
to five miles for every buck spent.

 pPlan in advance—but not too 

far. You’ll likely get the best deals 
when booking less than eight 
weeks out (that’s when airlines 
usually drop their prices to fill 
seats) but more than three weeks 
before (get closer than that and 
fares begin to skyrocket), says 
Robert Firpo-Cappiello, 
editor-in-chief of Budget Travel. 
 pConsider a smaller airport. 
They’re sometimes cheaper,  
so check what’s near your 
destination—for example, instead 
of flying into San Francisco,  
try Oakland, says Zach Honig, 
editor-in-chief of ThePointsGuy 
.com. The extra cab fare will likely 
be worth it, since it’s only one  
trip there and one back.
 pBe flexible. It’s the single best 
way to save if your schedule will 
allow it, experts agree. Sundays 
and Mondays are the typical start 
and end days, so they’re pricier; 
travel on Tuesday and Wednesday 
is usually cheapest. Also, try 
Google Flight’s Discover 
Destinations: Plug in your 
departure city and dates and see 
where various fares will take you.

 pStay where you’ll play. “The 
biggest money-wasting mistake is 
grabbing a cheap hotel far from 
the place you actually want to 
experience,” says Firpo-Cappiello. 
You’ll eat into any savings by 
cabbing back and forth.
 pChoose a refundable room. 

Even if it’s a higher rate, many 
hotels have a policy that lets you 
cancel as little as 48 hours before  
you arrive, so you can monitor  
till then to see if the price drops or 
you find a better deal, says Honig. 
A few weeks out, if it’s still the  
best option, politely ask the hotel if 
you can convert that refundable 
reservation into a cheaper, 
nonrefundable one. “Most hotels 
would rather fill rooms at a lower 
rate than have empty rooms,”  
says Jeanette Pavini, savings 
expert at Coupons.com.
 pPick up the phone. A manager 
may be willing to beat an online 
rate you’ve found. “Hotels  
know they are competing with 
search aggregators, so they  
want to earn your loyalty,” says 
Firpo-Cappiello. Call the location 
directly, not the 800 number.

Popular for cruises and beach resorts, these bundles typically 
include food and drink, lodging, and activities. However, read the 
fine print—some add on fees for the gym, the spa, booze, or other 

amenities. And you’re sometimes prompted for additional  
tips throughout your stay, even though the resort might add  

a daily gratuity for services on your final bill.

Are all-inclusives actually all-inclusive?
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